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2001 MENDOCINO LANE

ALTADENA

Former Address: 1875 Mendocino Lane (1921-1941)

Style: Spanish Colonial Revival

Year of Completion: 1921

Original Building Permit: There is no original building permit on file for this property.
Los Angeles County did not begin issuing permits for its unincorporated areas until 1927.

Cost to Build: $50,000, according to the Southwest Builder and Contractor. This was a great
deal of money for a new house in 1921.

Architect and Landscape Designer: Clarence J. Smale, Los Angeles, known for his
versatility with styles. Please see the attached biographical essay on pages 7 and 8.

Builder: S. O. Moore, Alhambra.

First Owner: Lemuel W. Gentry, who shared the house with his wife Blanche M. Gentry, their
two sons, and a live-in housekeeper. Mr. Gentry had purchased the vacant parcel from the
Altadena Country Club Park Company.

Lemuel Washington Gentry was born on May 17, 1868 in Garrett, Illinois, where his father Allen
was a farmer. Little is known of Lemuel’s early life and education, although it has been
discovered that by 1894 he was living in Ontario, California and working as a printer. By 1903,
he had moved to Dallas, Texas where he operated a photography studio.
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Mrs. Gentry was born in Texas in 1882. She married her husband in 1904 in Aspen, Colorado. It
was his second marriage. They would have two sons, both born in Texas: Fred M. (1905-1992)
and Lawrence Wayne (1909-2001). Mrs. Gentry was known for her skill in flower arranging,
winning many awards and serving as a judge in competitions.

In the late 1910s Mr. Gentry re-located his family to Crenshaw Blvd. in Los Angeles. There he
opened another studio which specialized in photographic portraits. He also worked in an
executive position with the Northland Studios of Toledo, Ohio which had branches throughout
the Midwest.

Around 1920, Lemuel Gentry changed his profession and became a real estate broker and
developer. Following the construction of his Mendocino Lane home, he got involved in the
marketing of the Altadena Country Club Park subdivision. For the next ten years, he specialized
in the design and construction of Spanish- and Monterey-style houses. By 1924, the design/build
firm had become known as Gentry & Son, when Fred Gentry joined his father as a partner in the
business. Fred was only 19 years old when Lemuel first asked him to design houses—some to be
built on speculation and others made to order for specific clients. It is unknown how much
design training, if any, Fred had. At the time of the 1930 census, he was identifying himself as
an “architectural designer,” indicating he had not become a professional architect.

Some of the Altadena residences designed and built by Gentry & Son include:

2232 and 2252 Holliston Avenue (both 1924)
1608 East Altadena Drive (1925)

2259 Holliston Avenue (1927-later altered)
2396 Tanoble Drive (1928)

2195 Hill Avenue (1931)

Gentry & Son appears to have gone out of business shortly after 193 1—probably a victim of the
construction slump brought on by the Great Depression. In fact, an auction of the Mendocino
Lane property was advertised in the Los Angeles Times in May 1933, but it didn’t change
ownership until 1935. Although he had retired from it some years previously, Lemuel Gentry
returned to the photography business, serving as president of Howlett Studios, Inc., in Pasadena.
By 1952, he was identifying himself as a “retired real estate broker.” In that year, the Los
Angeles Times published an article about his invention of a gadget to record card-game bids.

A copy of this article is attached on page 9.

Blanche Gentry died in 1929 at the age of 47. By 1935, Mr. Gentry had married his third wife
Frances. He passed away in Pasadena on October 25, 1964 at the age of 96. Only brief death
notices were published for him in the Los Angeles Times and the Pasadena Star-News. He was
interred at Mountain View Cemetery.

Little information could be found about Fred Gentry’s later life and career. He eventually moved
to Los Angeles and was mentioned quite often in society columns as a “man about town.” He
died in San Diego County at the age of 88. Interestingly, his brother Lawrence did become a
professional architect with a successful practice in Northern California.



Other Building Permits: The house was partially re-roofed and a patio re-roofed in November
1984 for $3,300.

In August 1989, construction of a 544-square-foot swimming pool and spa was permitted. Aloha
Pools of Glendora was the contractor. The cost was estimated at $11,000. The permit was later
marked “expired.”

A former bedroom was to be enlarged by 99 square feet, according to a permit issued in

December 1989. PB Construction of Pasadena was the contractor. The cost was estimated at
$5,000.

Copies of the above two permits are attached on pages 19 and 20.

(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)

Assessor’s Records: The Los Angeles County Assessor first visited the property on

December 12, 1921 and recorded a newly-completed two-story “Mission-style” residence. The
house had a concrete foundation, walls of plaster over a wood frame, a flat and hipped
composition and tile roof, and plain plaster and tile trim. Heat was provided by a fireplace and a
gas furnace. There were sixteen plumbing fixtures. Interior finishes were described as “plain”

and “stock.” Overall construction quality was rated “special”—a word the Assessor had to write
in since the highest category printed on the form was “good.”

The Assessor estimated the square footage at 2,723. On the first floor were three living rooms
(one was probably a dining room), one bedroom, two bathrooms, and a kitchen. The second
floor contained four bedrooms and two bathrooms. The garage, which measured approximately
20 by 37 feet, had a concrete floor, concrete-plaster walls, and a hipped tile roof.

The Assessor returned on September 22, 1942 to note that the garage had been “partitioned” to
accommodate an 8-by-20-foot bedroom and bathroom with a stall shower. A 4-by-5-foot
covered porch had also been added. The Assessor did not find a permit for the work but
estimated it had been done around 1930. Construction quality was rated “good.” (In 1957, the
Assessor noted that this space was now being used for storage.)

The Assessor has continued to update the building record. In 1990, he showed that 80 square
feet had been added to a family room at the rear of the house. He also recorded the construction
of'a 300-square-foot gunite swimming pool and spa.

The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 2,803
with five bedrooms and four bathrooms.

Copies of the Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 21 through 26.

Other Owners and Residents: In September 1935 the new owner was Morton H. Adams. He
shared the house with his wife Bertha Hale Adams and his widowed mother-in-law. Mr. Adams



was in the real estate business. Mrs. Adams became sole owner in 1937. Title was transferred to
the Security First National Bank as executor in 1951.

In April 1954, the recorded owner was David M. Parker, a physician.

Alan L. and Ingelborg B. Kistler gained title in April 1966. Mr. Ingelborg was a department
manager at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

In September 1969 Browning Allen, Jr., and his wife Betty M. Allen became the owners.
Dr. Browning Allen was a physician affiliated with the U.S.C. Medical Center.

The property was recorded in the name of Republic Federal Savings & Loan in August 1971.
The following month, the new owners were Robert E. and Evelyn J. Templeman.
Mr. Templeman had been a nursery manager in Santa Cruz.

Richard S.Funk, a department manager for Grefco, Inc., a minerals firm, and his wife Elisabeth
Funk were the owners as of November 1976.

Gary B. and Joanne L. Merrill have owned the property since December 1981.

Notes: Construction of the Gentry house was reported in two local newspapers. The Pasadena
Evening Post on January 29, 1921 stated that “one of the most beautiful Spanish houses in
Southern California...is practically completed.” The site “commands a wonderful view of both
the mountains and the city...The house is surrounded on three sides by a beautiful Spanish
garden.”

On February 11, 1921, the Pasadena Star-News reported that “the building site is about six feet
above the sidewalk, protected by a 4-foot reinforced concrete wall and there will be a wall from
the building line around the entire property, enclosing one of the finest Spanish gardens that
landscape architecture can devise. Mr. Gentry is extremely frank in saying that nowhere else
could he find a building site so suitable for his home. He had looked everywhere along the
foothills for property with a commanding view and his only regret is that he lost so much time
looking elsewhere.”

The Pasadena Evening Post advertised the property for sale on February 5, 1933. It was
described as “over an acre of beautifully landscaped [grounds]” including a sunken garden, pools
and fountains, formal gardens, and “fruit and flowers galore.” The house had five master
bedrooms, four tile baths, a maid’s room and bath, and a man’s room in a three-car garage. The
house was “modern in every way.”

Probably due to the Depression, there appears to have been no buyers responding to the above
ad. In May 1933, it was announced that the “picturesque Mediterranean home—Altadena’s
show place” would be auctioned. The ad said:

[There are] lovely formal gardens arranged in terrace fashion, as well as a family orchard of oranges,
lemons, avocados, peaches, plums, guavas, pears, tangerines and grapefruit. A spacious patio overlooks the
broad expanse of lawn in front of the house, as well as the lower garden, and a picturesque balcony



surrounds a large portion of the upper floor. The house itself is “Eastern built” with reinforced concrete
foundation, almost full basement, underground wiring, plate-glass windows, copper roller screens, 300-
gallon circulating hot water heating plant, automatic gas incinerator in basement, built-in electric
refrigerator, six-unit heating system, etc. The first floor comprises living room, dining room, library,
kitchen, master bedroom suite and servants’ quarters. The upper floor contains four large bedrooms with
dressing rooms and two tiled baths. Three-car garage with chauffeur’s quarters.

Copies of the above articles, and others, can be found on pages 10 through 15.

The property was again advertised for sale in the April 16, 1950 issue of the Los Angeles Times.
It was described as a “1-acre beauty spot,” with rare shrubs and flowers, in “Altadena’s finest
location.” This ad can be found reproduced on page 16.

The William Wilson Company, a longtime Pasadena real estate firm, kept a record on the
property. The cards, now in the collection of Altadena Heritage, recorded an “unusually fine
garden and trees.” Copies of these record cards are on pages 17 and 18.

Significance: In its architectural and historical resources survey of the community conducted in
the early 1990s, Altadena Heritage determined that the Gentry house is potentially eligible for
listing on a local inventory of significant properties due to its fine design by a known architect,
its good state of preservation, and its contribution to the architectural and historical context of the
Altadena Country Club Park neighborhood.



Sources:
Altadena Heritage
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Pasadena Museum of History (Research Library and Archives)
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Salt Lake City, Gibbs-Smith, 2003.

McAlester, Virginia Savage. A4 Field Guide to American Houses. 2™ ed.
New York, Knopf, 2013.

City Directories: 1921-
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CLARENCE J. SMALE

Architect

Clarence Justin Smale, a versatile architect known for his grasp of many styles, was born in
Ballona, California (now the area that includes Marina Del Rey) on November 2, 1886. He was
one of six sons of John Smale, a Canadian-born farmer, and Mary Smale. By 1910, Mr. and
Mrs. Smale had divorced and the brothers and their mother relocated to Gull Harbor,
Washington, where Clarence Smale worked as a house carpenter. Around 1907, he married his
Newfoundland-born wife Rose. They would have a daughter Virginia, born ca. 1919. By 1917,
Mr. Smale was a self-employed architect working in Seattle.

Around 1919 the Smale family moved to Venice, California and Mr. Smale found work as a
designer with the Preston Wright Company, a Los Angeles firm. He eventually was to become
head of its drafting room. It appears Mr. Smale did not have academic training as an architect
but, like many designers at the time, learned his skills through experience and apprenticeships.
In May 1923 Mr. Smale opened his own office at 509 South Western Avenue where, according
to the Southwest Builder & Contractor journal, “he has several prospective projects on the
boards.” Later, he moved his offices to 333 South La Cienega Boulevard and, by the end of his
career, was practicing at 7427 Beverly Boulevard. He did not join the American Institute of
Architects until 1947, but was active in the Southern California Chapter.

Early in his practice, Mr. Smale often teamed up with other designers on residential projects.
Among these was the Italian Renaissance-styled Marchetti Café located at the southwest corner
of 5™ Street and Western Avenue designed in 1924 in association with S. Charles Lee who would
later become known as Southern California’s most important motion-picture theater designer.
Another joint project was the William O. Boston residence at 4941 Ambrose Avenue, another
Italian-inspired structure from 1924, co-designed with Lewis Elbert Blaize, a commercial artist.

During the 1920s, Mr. Smale specialized in designing period revival residences in a number of
Southern California locales, including Altadena, Zuma Beach, and West Los Angeles. Besides
those mentioned above, other projects during that period included: the L. W. Gentry
Mediterranean house at 2001 Mendocino Lane, Altadena (1921); the residence of Buster Keaton
at 543 South Muirfield Road (1923); the Harry M. Walker house at 2330 North Catalina Street in
the Italian style (1924); the Berendo Apartments at 335 South Berendo Avenue—a four-story
classically-designed edifice (1925); two residences for the Buenenman family: an English style
at Halstead Avenue and McCadden Place and a Spanish bungalow at 185 Citrus Avenue (both
1925); the Italian-styled Morris P. Simon house at 1521 Virginia Road, San Marino (1928); and
Arthur Ahlswede’s English Tudor at 3405 Monterey Road, San Marino (1928).

By the 1930s Mr. Smale was experimenting with Art Deco and Art Moderne stylistic elements.
His most famous exercise in Art Deco was the M. K. Smith house constructed in 1930 at the
northwest corner of 2™ Street and Hudson Avenue in Los Angeles. Gebhard and Winter call it
“one of the few concrete Art Deco (Zig Zag Moderne) houses in the Los Angeles area and
probably the greatest. It is very elegant in an extremely elegant neighborhood. Paris would be



proud of it.” Other works during this era were: the Lena Basquette dress shop on Wilshire
Boulevard just west of St. Andrews, described by the Los Angeles Times as “one of the most
elaborate shops on the boulevard” (1930); Senator Joseph Pedrotti’s house in Westwood (1930);
the George A. Dudley house in Zuma Beach (1930); the F. L. Haskell Italian-styled residence at
10730 Bellagio Road in West Los Angeles (1933); a stone-veneer mansion at 268 St. Pierre
Road for George W. Lemon (1936); a headquarters building in the ranch style for the Los
Angeles Breakfast Club on 4 Y5 acres near Griffith Park (1937); the Soren P. Hansen English-
style cottage at 4960 College View Avenue (1939); and the Hawaii Theater in Hollywood
(1941).

Mr. Smale was also recognized for the many apartment buildings he designed during the 1930s.
Among these were: 364 South Cloverdale Avenue (1930); fourteen units at 827-837 South
Hobart Boulevard (1936); two apartment buildings at 124 and 130 North Orlando Avenue
(1937); 128 South Bedford Drive in Beverly Hills (1937); a French Provincial at the northwest
corner of Camden Drive and Charleville Boulevard which Mr. Smale both designed and built
(1937); and another Beverly Hills project in the Georgian Colonial style at the northwest corner
of Spaulding Drive and Charleville (1938).

After World War II, Mr. Smale specialized in the design of motion picture theaters, usually done
in striking variations of Streamline Moderne. Perhaps the best example is the Loyola Theater at
8610 South Sepulveda Boulevard in Westchester, designed in 1948 in what has been called
Baroque Moderne and sporting an exuberant curved marquee. Other examples of Smale’s
theater designs include the Colorado Theater at 2596 East Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena
(1948); the Cornell Theater at San Fernando Road and Cornell Drive in Burbank (1949); the
Meralta in Downey (1949); and the Fox Theater at 10170 Reseda Boulevard in Northridge
(1963).

Other postwar works of Mr. Smale include the Captain’s Table Restaurant at 301 South La
Cienega Boulevard (1954) and the Robert Foulk residence—a Williamsburg Colonial built in
Rolling Hills in 1962.

Clarence J. Smale died at the age of 79 on October 28, 1966. The Los Angeles Times published a
short announcement, saying only that he was to be interred at Forest Lawn.

Sources:

American Architects Directory, 1962.

Gebhard, David and Robert Winter. An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles.
Salt Lake City, Gibbs Smith, 2003.

Los Angeles Times: various articles

Theatre Catalog, 1949/1950.

Tim Gregory
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Pasadena Evening Post
January 29, 1921
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HIGH CLASS BUILDING MAKING ALTADENA

__ COUNTRY CLUB PARK IDEAL HOME CENTER

- ONE-OF THE B | SN NEWSECTION |
iA- hlndlor_lpa residence in the Altadena Country club district. It is of
i *Moorish _ardutecture. The two upper views are of the formal gar-
[ dens which aurrougd the palatial new residence,

Pasadena Evening Post
January 20, 1923
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~ A GREAT SACRIFICE
The Show Place of Altadena
Onginal Cost $75,000

Over an acre Beautifully land-
ccaped Sunken garden, pools,
fountains, fruit and {lowers galore
All enclo ed Five masteyr bec-
1 OOmes Four tile bathe  Maid s
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Pasadena Evening Post
February 5, 1933
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Picturesque Mediterranean Home
Altadend’s Show P[ace‘__

1875 end‘n'c‘b Lane, Altadena
AUCTION h
Wed., May 10th, 2 P. M.

This exceptionally fine Residence is situated on one of
Altadena’s most beautiful avenues, amid abQutr an acre of
magnificently landscaped grounds. Backed by a row of
majestic mountains and commanding a wonderful view of
the valley below, it is truly a “Show Place” and has been
featured as such by the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce In
the Geographical Magazine,

There are three exceptionally lovely Formal Gardens,
arranged in terrace fashion, as well as a family orchard of
Oranges, Lemons, Avocados, Peaches, Plums. Guavas, Pears,
Tangerines and Grapefruit. A spacious patio overiooks the
bBroad expanse of tawn in front of the house, as well as the
lower garden, and a picturesque balcony surrounds a large
portion of the upper floor.

The house itself is “Eastern built™ with reinforced con-
crete foundation., aimost full basement, underground wiring.
plate-glass windows, copger roller screcens, 300 gallon eir- .
culating hot water heating plant, automatic gas incinerator
in basement, built-in electric refrigerater, & unit heating
system, efé. The first fioor comprises Living Room, Dining |
Room, Library, Kitchen, Master Bedroom Suite and Servants’ |
gquarters. The upper flaor containg four large bedrooms with
dressing rooms and two tiled baths. Three-Car garage with ’
Chaueur’s Quarters, ‘

INSPECTION DAILY 1 TO 5 P.M.

YrecWonx: East om Coforad# Blvd, 1o 4lleny North te Mendoring Lawe:
Enst 10 properiy,

Los Angeles Times
May 7, 1933; p. 10
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"ALTADENA'S finest locatlon. |
2001 Mendocino Lane. 4 bdrms., 3
L2, PRN% chih Rowera: Shouslece
- -iﬂ ; p 2 Ay ARLF . u Nl b !
;Easuﬁfmpf_e,_ owner. 8Y-38356.|

Los Angeles Times
April 16, 1950; p. E14
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